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Nobody is ‘hard to reach’ so don’t 

make them easy to overlook
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We believe in a world where all 
children can be heard
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Thank you and next steps!

@mindofmyownapp

hello@mindofmyown.org.uk

Answering your questions
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Medici Final Conference

Digital Inclusion For All

26th - 27th - 28th January 2021
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What we do

Solinum is a non-profit start-up 
that creates and deploys
innovative tools for social 
workers and their beneficiaries
(homeless people, refugees, 
etc.) using new technologies



MEDICI - Agreement 
number: LC-00943537.
This project is co- funded 
by the European Union

www.digitalinclusionforall.eu “This document reflects the views only of the authors, and the European Union cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.”

What we do

But wait! 
Homeless people don’t 
have smartphones, 
right? 



MEDICI - Agreement 
number: LC-00943537.
This project is co- funded 
by the European Union

www.digitalinclusionforall.eu “This document reflects the views only of the authors, and the European Union cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.”

Our study in 2018 in France

• A national study conducted in 
2018 and published in 2019

• A methodology mixing qualitative 
and quantitaive results

• 300 homeless people interviewed
in 16 cities across France
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Our study in 2018 in France

…but only 29% have a monthly
phone plan

… 58% are not autonomous in 
their administrative procedures

… disparities between socio-
demographic groups
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Under 30 years old
had a smartphone, 
and only 55% over 
50 years old

Of asylum seeker
had a smartphone

That have a diploma are 
comfortable with digital 
tools, and only 32% that
don’t have one

Of families have a 
smartphone

Of women are very
comfortable with
digital tools, and 
60% for men That have been 

homeless for more 
than 5 years have a 
smartphone
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Key challenges for digital inclusion

• Tear down administrative obstacles (having an address, papers, a bank account)

• Make government websites user-friendly

• Translate everything that should be accessible

• Make internet access a basic right (including in shelters)

• Train people to use a computer (very different from smartphone)

• Make charging points easily available

• Always include users in the construction of digital tools
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What we do with Soliguide

All of our tools have been developed with
our users : non-profits, government
organizations, homeless people, refugees.

The result ? An ever-evolving platform that
had amazing impact during the covid-crisis
(more than 500 000 searches in 2020)

A digital guide that references all useful places for homeless people and 
refugees
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How it’s accessible

A quality database

Website Mobile appOnline chat
Printed lists Database sharing (API)
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www.twitter.com/medici_eu

Search us on youtube.com

Thank you!

www.facebook.com/medici.eu/

www.linkedin.com/company/medici-eu/
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CDI International Network

Build a global movement for technological and social change.

Brazil, Portugal, USA, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela

CDI Community

Reached people

7 países

564

23.465
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Methodology | 4 steps

To read the world is to recognize that each person's life has meaning in a larger context;

Work the look from different perspectives in search for solutions. Plan what to do;

It is the step of performing;

Evaluate what was learned and accomplished; Read the world again.
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Apps for Good courses teach students about new 

technologies while equipping them with the problem 

solving, creativity and teamwork skills needed to thrive
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Our pillars

Real World Context

Students should work on a real product 

that solves a real problem.

They build their product using real-

world processes that are up-to-date 

with industry approaches such as 

Design Thinking and the Minimum 

Viable Product.

We connect learning to the industry, 

through Experts, our business partners 

and other volunteers.

Technology + Problem solving 

+ Entrepreneurship

We teach how technology can be 

applied to solve a problem, along with 

improving young people's trust and 

skills in problem solving, collaboration 

and communication.

We focus on relevant and up-to-date 

technologies.

Transformation of the 

pedagogical teaching practice

We work with schools and support 

teachers.

We use innovative pedagogy, but we 

partner with teachers to ensure this 

work in the classroom.

The teacher adopts a role of facilitator, 

guiding young people in the creation of 

their projects.

Student-driven for good

We teach young people to be active 

and conscientious citizens, helping to 

make world a better place to live. 

In the course, students should have the 

freedom to choose their own problems 

and define what is "good" and relevant 

to them.

Give everyone the opportunity to 

access technology and acquire the 

skills to shine in a technological future 

– social and digital inclusion.
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OUR MISSION | Transform Education to HELP young entrepreneurs

Powering a generation to change 

their world with technology

Key Message 2 

(how – method)

Working with teachers 

to create a new kind of 

learning: one that’s 

rooted in the real world 

and driven by students

Key Message 3 

(what – product)

Where young people 

learn to turn bright 

ideas into real 

technology products

Key Message 1 

(why – philosophy)

Transforming education 

to help young 

entrepreneurs thrive in 

a tech driven future

Innovative

project methodology

Turning schools

more “21th century”

Effective citizens and

prepare for job market
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COURSES | What tools are the teachers provided with?

APP DEVELOPMENT 

Students will explore the process of 

developing an app, from the idea to 

the prototype, creating a functional 

version of it, using block 

programming.

10 – 12 hours

English and Portuguese

APP DEVELOPMENT EXTENDED

Students will explore the development of an app, 

plus extra topics like business model and user 

experience. They can use block programming or 

more advanced programming.

20 - 30 hours

English and Portuguese

APP IN A DAY 

Students will get an introduction to app 

design and create a non-technological 

prototype. This is a reduced version of App 

Development and can be developed in just 

1 day.

5 hours

English and Portuguese

MACHINE LEARNING 

Students will learn machine learning, including 

ethical issues and their benefits, and create a 

ML algorithm to solve a social problem.

10-12 hours | English

INTERNET OF THINGS

Students will generate ideas and develop 

functional prototypes, using internet-

connected devices, to solve real 

problems.

10-12 hours | English
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7th Edition SCHEDULE
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Teachers Training and School Roadshows
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Regional Events and Final Event
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UK Awards
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Girls and Technology
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Girls and Technology

• Became more closer to STEM

• Promotes the development of multiple skills

• Increases self-confidence

• Greater connection between the knowledge learned at

school and the real world

• Promotes school motivation and involvement

83% to communicate and interact with other people

56% working as a team

56% to be creative and to have ideas

44% leaving their Comfort zone and overcoming barriers

44% making presentations and research
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App Start Up
The App Startup is an event that promotes key

professional skills to succeed, and is an

opportunity for former Apps for Good students

to present their ideas to companies and

stakeholders in order to develop their ideas, in

a professional context.

There are no limits to App Start Up events, as

long as they are meaningful and provide

students with relevant experiences.
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IMPACT

GLOBAL GROWTH

- 173.272 students

- 4.254 schools

- 1.100 Experts

NATIONAL GROWTH

- 26.097 students

- 944 schools

- 1388 teachers
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PARTNERS 
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